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Hello from Oregon! My name is Lori Ann McNeill and | was a Rotary exchange student at
Homei high school from 1976-1977. Yes, indeed, that was a LONG time ago! Despite the
number of years it has been, I still hold many good memories of that year in Odate! Just
recently | have found old diaries | wrote during that time so | can share with you some of the
thoughts | had as a 16 year old at Homei.

First of all, many of you will remember the condition of Homei in 1976. Homei at that time
was an old building with unfinished wood and without central heating. The toilets were non-
flush toilets that got cleaned out when the smell got too bad (at least that was my impres-
sion ©). Despite all of this, | loved the school. Somehow it had a charm because of its old
character. It creaked like a beautiful old woman as one walked through the halls. And even
though occasionally a ceiling would fall in due to the weight of the snow, the school remained
standing.

As for the students, | was in classroom 3B. For the first several months | understood nothing
since | had no Japanese instruction before coming to Odate. A classmate named Kazuo san
became my friend, and remained my best friend throughout the rest of the year. | remember
how serious and hard working the students were in my class and how some seemed a little
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afraid of the foreign girl now sitting in their classroom. As the year went on some others
joined Kazuo in becoming my friend and we adopted nicknames from the Peanuts characters
(Lucy, Linus, Charlie Brown, etc.). There are several entries where | mention going bowling
and then going out for coffee afterwards with these friends. Something in the back of my
head says that we were not allowed to be in coffee shops, so I'm not sure if we were being
naughty teenagers, or if my memory of forbidden coffee shops is wrong! Yukiko san was
another friend. Yukiko had been an exchange student to the United States the year before
(if I remember correctly). I remember Yukiko ‘understood’ me because she had lived with
Americans for a year, and | remember how good that felt, since often I felt like a cultural
outsider.
Other Homei highlights was the overnight party at the school when we ate a special dinner,
played basketball and late at night some students got caught smoking cigarettes (not me!) |
also remember the big all night run that | had trained several months for and then couldn’t
run it because | got sick the week of the race. Does that run still occur?
Because the students were so busy, my time was spent talking with the English teachers at
Homei . Matsuyama Sensei, Kawate Sensei, and Saito Sensei were the ones | spent the most
time with. Entries in my[dlary refer—-to Kawate Sensel{as repeatedly, correcting my. Engllshlh_._
alsofmentioned|nis|Ki and howihe helpedlmelwithimysapanese e l;h.,.. e
~ When'I“think{effSaito'Senseitl ithinkiofihisiseniotisnessiin thel class_rjoo '
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